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RESULTS

BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVES

Table 1: Antimicrobial prevalence in public and private hospitals
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CONCLUSION

The prevalence of antimicrobial use in the study hospitals was high, both in private and public hospitals. In addition, a high use of broad-spectrum Watch antibiotics could be observed, most of
which were prescribed empirically. Ceftriaxone and azithromycin were the recommended antibiotics for COVID-19 pneumonia during the study period. Piperacillin-tazobactam, a non-restricted
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antibiotic, was recommended for patients developing progression of the disease or with prior antibiotic use in the outpatient setting. There is a need to strengthen antimicrobial and diagnhostic
stewardship in hospitals to decrease empiric use of Watch antibiotics.
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