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Introduction

Dear colleague, 

The Global Point Prevalence Survey of Antimicrobial Consumption and Resistance (Global-PPS), is an innovative and user friendly 
tool, designed for the rapid assessment of antimicrobial prescribing and resistance in hospitalized patients worldwide. Launched 
globally in 2015, the method was used during the first Global-PPS in over 335 hospitals from 53 countries of six global regions and 
led to the establishment of a global surveillance network of antimicrobial prescribing and resistance. Hospitals in Low and Middle 
Income Countries (LMIC) were for the first time able to measure and compare antimicrobial use patterns at local, national and 
regional level. 

The Global-PPS uses a standardized and validated protocol and is characterized by the simplicity of execution. Data are collected 
on paper forms, and subsequently entered onto a database using the Global-PPS programme, a web-based application for data-
entry, validation and reporting. The online system for data entry is easy to use and requires minimal training, guarantees consistency 
and reproducibility of data entry, and offers an immediate feedback (Excel and report in pdf). All patient data is entered completely 
anonymously, and stored at the University of Antwerp, Belgium. The data remain the property of the participating hospital. 
Participation of hospitals and all fieldwork at the hospital level was done on a voluntary basis. 

The critical benefits for the hospitals are numerous. The Global-PPS provided, amongst others, a tool to:
•	Evaluate antimicrobial prescribing practices in hospitals
•	Compare data locally, nationally, regionally and worldwide
•	 Identify feasible targets to improve antimicrobial prescribing
Above all, the Global-PPS aids changing prescribing practises and can measure the impact of interventions through repeated PPSs. 

The database is hosted at the University of Antwerp, Belgium. The Global-PPS team encourages local, country or regional specific 
analysis after mutual agreement for data-sharing. A publication policy is available on request.

This poster booklet includes results on 17 out of the 51 countries who participated to the second Global-PPS conducted in 2017, 
and that have been presented at the 2018 ECCMID congress. The booklet further includes overall 2017 results, results on colistin 
prescribing, clostridium difficile acute diarrhea; and on the management of urinary tract infections. We hope you will enjoy reading 
these country specific as well as overall reports on antimicrobial use that were presented at the ECCMID congress in April 2018.

Ann Versporten
Project Manager

Herman Goossens
Project Lead
Laboratory of Medical Microbiology, Vaccine & Infectious Disease Institute,  
Faculty of Medicine and Health Science, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium
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